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(54) [Title of the Invention] Subminiature Remote 
Control Running Toy 

(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] Providing a subminiature running toy which 
enables the rapid revolution in a small rotation diameter 
together with high speed running. Moreover, providing a 
structure for miniaturizing the steering apparatus and 
for improving the straight running property and t'he 
turning property. 

[ Configuration] A wheel axle 12 perpendicular to a 
running direction is provided on the rear side of a 
chassis 1 in the state capable of moving up and down, and 
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rear wheels are provided on the both ends of the wheel 
axle 12 severally in a rotatable state- A large diameter 
portion 2a is formed on the outer sides of the rear 
wheels 2^ and a small diameter portion 2b is formed on 
the inner side of the rear wheels 2. A drive axle 31 
linking with a drive apparatus is provided on the upper 
portion of the small diameter portions 2b in parallel 
with the wheel axle. The drive axle 31 is pressed 
against the small diameter portions 2b of the rear wheels 
2 by its own weight. In a position where one rear wheel 
2 has moved downward, the rear wheel 2 is released from 
the pressing of the drive shaft 31. 

[ Patent Claim] 

[ Claim 1] A subminiature remote control running toy 
comprising the following requirements: 

(a) a steering apparatus of front wheels is provided on a 
front side of a chassis of the running toy; 

(b) remote control means of the steering apparatus is 
provided on the chassis; 

(c) a wheel axle perpendicular to a running direction is 
provided on a rear side of the chassis, and the chassis 
is provided to be able to move upward to the wheel axle; 

(d) rear wheels are provided on both ends of the wheel 
axle in a rotatable state severally; 

(e) outer sides of the rear wheels are formed as large 
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diameter portions and inner sides are formed as small 
diameter portions; 

(f) a drive axle linking with a drive apparatus is 
provided on an upper side of the small diameter portions 
of the rear wheels to be parallel to the wheel axle; 

(g) the drive axle is pressed against the small diameter 
portions of the rear wheels by weight of the running toy; 
and 

(h) when the running toy inclines toward a left or a 
right direction to move one side of the chassis upward, 
the pressing between the small diameter portions of the 
rear wheels and the drive axle is released or weakened • 
[ Claim 2] The subminiature remote control running toy 
according to claim 1, further comprising the following 
requirements.: 

(a) the small diameter portions of the rear wheels are 
formed to become larger in diameter toward an inner side- 
[ Claim 3] The subminiature remote control running toy 
according to claim 1 or 2, comprising the following 
requirements : 

(a) steering rods severally bearing a front wheel are 
born on a front portion of the chassis of the running 
toy; 

(b) a coupling rod including an attachment portion at a 
front part is provided at the steering rod in a link 
state; 
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(c) a ferromagnetic body is provided at a center of a 
front part of the chassis, and two coils severally 
connected on an output side of receiving means for remote 
controlling are provided on both sides of the 
ferromagnetic body in a running direction of the chassis; 

(d) a permanent magnet piece is provided at the 
attachment portion, and the permanent magnetic piece is 
opposed to the ferromagnetic body; 

(e) the coupling rod is kept at a neutral position by 
attraction of the permanent magnet piece and the 
ferromagnetic body when the coils are not conducted; and 

(f) the coupling rod is moved by attraction of the 
permanent magnet to one coil side when the coil is 
conducted ■ 

[ Claim 4] The subminiature remote control running toy 
according to any one of the claims 1-3/ comprising the 
following requirements: 

(a) steering rods severally bearing a front wheel are 
born on a front portion of the chassis of the running 
toy; 

(b) a coupling plate including an attachment portion at a 
front part is provided at the steering rod in a link 
state; 

(c) a ferromagnetic body is provided at a center of the 
attachment portion, and two coils severally connected on 
an output side of receiving means for remote controlling 
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are provided on both sides of the ferromagnetic body in a 
running direction of the chassis; 

(d) a permanent magnet piece is provided at the chassis, 
and the permanent magnetic piece is opposed to the 
ferromagnetic body; 

(e) the coupling rod is kept at a neutral position by 
attraction of the permanent magnet piece and the 
ferromagnetic body when the coils are not conducted; and 

(f ) the coupling rod is moved by attraction of the 
permanent magnet to one coil side when the coil is 
conducted . 

[ Detailed Explanation of the Invention] 
[ 0001] 

[ Industrial Applicability] The present invention relates 
to a subminiature running toy having the whole length of 
about 5 to 6 cm which can be remotely controlled. 
[ 0002] 

[ Conventional Technique] Conventionally/ a running toy 
in which the directions of the front wheels being 
steering wheels is changed by remote control to change 
the running direction of the running toy is pxablicly 
known as a running toy equipped with a remote control 
apparatus. Moreover, as a drive apparatus of the running 
toy, a running toy in which the rear wheels are provided 
on a wheel axle coupled with a motor to be controlled by 
remote control with a gear put between them is publicly 
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known.- In this case, the rear wheels on both sides 
rotate into the same direction and at the same rotation 
number in conjunction with the rotation of the motor, 
[ 0003] Moreover, as a conventional steering apparatus of 
a running toy equipped with a remote control apparatus, 
the following structure is disclosed in Japanese Patent 
Publication No. 5-8033. The structure of the above- 
mentioned steering apparatus is one provided with a 
steering rod (16) rotating around a drive axle (18) as 
the center, and one end of the steering rod (16) is 
coupled with a tie rod (11) by a pin (15) • Then, by the 
rotation of the steering rod (16), the tie rod (11) moves 
to left and right to change the running direction of the 
running toy. A magnet (20) is provided on the other end 
of the steering rod (16), and magnetic poles (22a, 22b) 
made of iron, which become an electromagnet at the time 
of conducting, are provided at positions opposed to the 
magnet. By making the magnetic poles (22a, 22b) be the 
electromagnet, the steering rod (16) is rotated, and 
thereby the running direction of the running toy can be 
changed. When the magnetic poles (22a, 22b) are not 
magnetized, the magnetic poles (22a, 22b) operate as 
magnetic bodies. Consequently, the magnetic poles (22a, 
22b) and the magnet (20) attract- each other, and the 
steering rod (16) is held at the center position to 
enable the tie rod (11) to be held so that the running 



direction of the running toy is a straight advance. 
[ 0004] 

[ Problem to be Solved by the Invention] According to the 
above-mentioned conventional running toy equipped with a 
remote control apparatus, when the running toy is tried 
to be turned rapidly on the half way of a high speed 
straight line running, the steering wheels are made to 
face to the turning direction to try to turn the running 
toy. However, because the drive wheels on both sides 
perform the same rotation, the drive wheels try to 
continue the straightly advancing state. This is because 
the distance which the outer drive wheel passes is longer 
than the distance which the inner drive wheel passes at 
the time of revolution. In the case where the drive 
wheels on both sides are not configured to generate a 
difference of their rotation numbers, the drive wheels 
give the force for preventing the revolution to the 
running toy. Consequently, the conventional running toy 
has a defect of being impossible to turn its direction 
rapidly in a small diameter on the way of the high speed 
straight running thereof. For turning the above- 
mentioned running toy rapidly in a small diameter on the 
way of the high speed straight running thereof, a 
structure for making the rotation nvimber of the outer 
side drive wheel higher than the rotation number of the 
inner side drive wheel at the time of revolution is 
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needed. A differential gear mechanism is publicly known 
as the structure, but the differential gear mechanism is 
very complicated in structure and the number of the parts 
thereof is large to make it difficult to assemble the 
mechanism. Moreover, the mechanism itself is large, and 
has a defect of being unsuitable for a small-sized 
running toy. In particular, the mechanism is not 
suitable for a subminiature running toy having the whole 
length of abut 5 to 6 cm and performing the rapid 
revolution in a small diameter on the way of high-speed 
straight line running. 

[ 0005] On the other hand, the steering apparatus 
described in the above-mentioned publication is 
configured to perform the left side turning^ the right 
side turning and the straight running of the running toy 
by means of the operation of a magnet. However, because 
the steering rod is provided along the longitudinal 
direction of the vehicle body, a large space is needed in 
the front portion of the vehicle body. When the length 
of the steering rod is shortened, the stroke of the tie 
rod which is given by the rotation of the steering rod 
cannot be sufficiently obtained, and it becomes 
impossible to turn the running toy in a small rotation 
diameter. Consequently, it is impossible to shorten the 
length of the steering rod more than being necessary, and 
it is impossible to miniaturize the steering apparatus 



itself. Then, the steering apparatus has a defect of 
being unsuitable for a small- si zed running toy. 
[ 0006] The present invention was made in view of the 
above-mentioned problems, and provides a structure of a 
subminiature running toy equipped with a remote control 
apparatus which enables the rapid revolution in a small 
rotation diameter together with high speed running. 
Moreover, the present invention provides a structure for 
miniaturizing the steering apparatus while the straight 
running property and the turning property are improved. 
[ 0007] 

[ Means for Solving the Problems] The subminiature remote 
control running toy of the present invention is 
configured such that (a) a steering apparatus of front 
wheels is provided on a front side of a chassis of the 
running toy; (b) remote control means of the steering 
apparatus is provided on the chassis; (c) a wheel axle 
perpendicular to a running direction is provided on a 
rear side of the chassis, and the chassis is provided to 
be able to move upward to the wheel axle; (d) rear wheels 
are provided on both ends of the wheel axle in a 
rotatable state severally; (e) outer sides of the rear 
wheels are formed as large diameter portions and inner 
sides are formed as small diameter portions; (f) a drive 
axle linking with a drive apparatus is provided on an 
upper side of the small diameter portions of the rear 
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wheels to be parallel to the wheel axle; (g) the drive 
axle is pressed against the small diameter portions of 
the rear wheels by weight of the running toy; and (h) 
when the running toy inclines toward a left or a right 
direction to move one side of the chassis upward, the 
pressing between the small diameter portions of the rear 
wheels and the drive axle is released or weakened- 
[ 0008] Moreover, the sxibminiature remote control running 
toy of the present invention may be configured such that 
the small diameter portions of the rear wheels are formed 
to become larger in diameter toward an inner side, 
[ 0009] Moreover, the subminiature remote control running 
toy of the present invention may be configured such that 
(a) steering rods severally bearing a front wheel are 
born on a front portion of the chassis of tHe running 
toy; (b) a coupling rod including an attachment portion 
at a front part is provided at the steering rod in a link 
state; (c) a ferromagnetic body is provided at a center 
of a front part of the chassis, and two coils severally 
connected on an output side of receiving means for remote 
controlling are provided on both sides of the 
ferromagnetic body in a running direction of the chassis; 

(d) a permanent magnet piece is provided at the 
attachment portion, and the permanent magnetic piece is 
opposed to the ferromagnetic body; 

(e) the coupling rod is kept at a neutral position by 
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attraction of the permanent magnet piece and the 
ferromagnetic body when the coils are not conducted; and 
(f) the coupling rod is moved by attraction of the 
permanent magnet to one coil side when the coil Is 
conducted. 

[ 0010] Moreover, the subminiature remote control running 
toy of the present invention may be configured such that 
(a) steering rods severally bearing a front wheel are 
born on a front portion of the chassis of the running 
toy; (b) a coupling plate including an attachment portion 
at a front part is provided at the steering rod in a link 
state; (c) a ferromagnetic body is provided at a center 
of the attachment portion,, and two coils severally 
connected on an output side of receiving means for remote 
controlling are provided on both sides of the 
ferromagnetic body in a running direction of the chassis; 
(d) a permanent magnet piece is provided at the chassis^ 
and the permanent magnetic piece is opposed to the 
ferromagnetic body; (e) the coupling rod is kept at a 
neutral position by attraction of the permanent magnet 
piece and the ferromagnetic body when the coils are not 
conducted; and (f ) the coupling rod is moved by 
attraction of the permanent magnet to one coil side when 
the coil is conducted. 
[ 0011] 

[ Function] In the above-mentioned configuration, a 
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chassis is provided to be able to move upward to a wheel 
axle provided to be perpendicular to a running direction, 
and a drive axle linking with a drive apparatus is 
provided on the chassis. Moreover, rotation force is 
directly transmitted to the wheel axle by pressing the 
drive axle against small diameter portions of rear wheels 
provided on the wheel axle severally rotatably by weight 
of the running toy- Consequently, the structure of the 
drive mechanism of the running toy can be simplified and 
miniaturized, Dioreover, in case of straight running, the 
drive axle is pressed on the small diameter portions on 
the rear wheels on both sides in the state of being 
averaged to make it possible to perform high speed 
running by sufficient drive force - 

[ 0012] On the other hand, when the running toy turns, 
the chassis inclines toward the left side at the time of 
right turning and the chassis inclines toward the right 
Side at the time of left turning, with the centrifugal 
force of the turning. By the inclination of the chassis, 
the drive axle more strongly presses the small diameter 
portion of the rear wheel which is located on the outside 
of the revolution. On the contrary, the drive axle 
floats up from the small diameter portion of the rear 
wheel which is located in the inside of the revolution to 
release the pressing and the transmission of the power is 
released* Thereby, the rotation number of the rear wheel 



13 

on the outside of a revolution becomes higher than the 
rotation number of the rear wheel on the inside of the 
revolution, and the revolution is made more frequently, 
and the rapid revolution in a high speed running can be 
performed - As for the contact of the rear wheels and the 
drive axle, by forming the small diameter portions to be 
a taper severally so as to be larger in diameter toward 
the inner side of the small diameter portion, the contact 
of the drive axle with the rear wheel on the side along 
the taper becomes larger owing to the inclination of the 
chassis by the centrifugal force at the time of 
revolution, and reversely the drive axle on the opposite 
side can reduce the contact thereof to the small diameter 
part on the side. 

[ 0013] As the steering apparatus of the running toy, a 
permanent magnet piece is provided at the attachment 
portion, and a ferromagnetic body is provided at a center 
of the chassis side- Consequently, when coils are not 
conducted, the magnetic force of the permanent magnetic 
piece operates the ferromagnetic body, and a coupling 
plate is kept at a neutral position by the attraction 
force of the permanent magnet piece. Thereby the 
straight running property at a high speed running can be 
obtained. 

[ 0014] ^aoreover, a coil on one side which is connected 
with the output side of receiving means is conducted by 



remote control, the magnetic force of the coil and the 
magnetic force of the permanent magnet operate each other 
to attract each other, and a coupling rod moves to the 
direction. Thereby, the front wheels can be strongly 
deflected to be steered. Because a subminiature running 
toy can be configured without enlarging the shape of the 
steering apparatus for the neutrality and the steering, 
the rotation difference between the right and left rear 
wheels, and rapid revolution in a small rotation diameter 
at a high speed running of the subminiature running toy 
can be realized. 

[ 0015] A ferromagnetic body is provided at a center of a 
front part of the chassis, and coils are provided on both 
sides in the running direction of the chassis of the 
ferromagnetic body. Moreover, a permanent magnet piece 
is provided on the chassis side opposed to the 
ferromagnetic body. In such a case, the operation of the 
running toy can be performed quite similarly to the above. 
[ 0016] 

[ Embodiment] 

In the following, an embodiment of the present 
invention is described with reference to the drawings. 
In FIG. 1, a reference niomeral 1 denotes a chassis of a 
running toy. A wheel axle 12 perpendicular to a running 
direction is provided on a bearing board 11 at the rear 
part of the chassis 1. The wheel axle 12 is born by 
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elongated holes in order that the chassis can move upward 
against the wheel axle 12. Rear wheels 2 are mounted on 
the right and the left sides of the wheel axle 12 in a 
rotatable state severally. A drive axle 31 parallel with 
the wheel axle 12 is provided at an upper part of the 
bearing board 11- A motor 3 of a drive apparatus is 
provided at an upper part of the drive axle 31. 
[ 0017] A gear 33 engaging with a gear 32 mounted on the 
rotation axle of the motor 3 is provided on the drive 
axle 31. A large diameter portion 2a and a small 
diameter portion 2b are formed on the outer side and the 
inner side of each of the rear wheels 2, respectively. 
Both ends of the drive axle 31 are projected on the small 
diameter portions 2b of the rear wheels 2, and are 
pressed to the small diameter portions 2b by the weight 
of the running toy. 

[ 0018] Supporting axles 13 corresponding to kingpins of 
a steering apparatus are provided on both ends of the 
front portion of the chassis 1. A steering rod 5, on 
which a front wheel 4 is rotatably born by means of a 
wheel axle 41 , is swingably born by each of the 
supporting axle 13. A coupling rod 6 is provided on the 
rear end of the steering rod 5 in a link state* The 
steering rods 5 on both sides are severally coupled with 
the coupling rod 6, and the steering rods 5 on both sides 
swing at the same angle by the coupling rod 6. In this 
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case^ the front wheels 4 on both sides are severally set 
so that the wheel axle 41 is provided at a position rear 
to the position of the supporting axle 13 by a little and 
the front wheel 4 turns to an inner side by a little in 
the advancing direction. An attachment portion 61 
projecting in parallel to the chassis 1 with a 
predetermined space between the chassis 1 is integrally 
formed with the coupling rod 6. 

[ 0019] As shown in FIG, 3, a pin-shaped ferromagnetic 
body 9 is provided at the center of the front part of the 
chassis 1, and two coils 8 wound in a disc for thinning 
its thickness are provided on both the sides of the 
ferromagnetic body on the chassis in the advancing 
direction. A permanent magnet piece 7 made of a magnetic 
material of a rare-earth element is attached on an 
attachment portion 61 opposed to the ferromagnetic body 9. 
A wiring board 14 is attached to the bearing substrate 11, 
For example, a control circuit for radio reception, or a 
control circuit equipped with a light receiving element 
15 for receiving an infrared ray, is provided on the 
wiring substrate 14 as receiving means of remote control, 
and the motor 3 and the coils 8 are severally connected 
to the output terminal side of the wiring substrate 14 - 
[ 0020] A chargeable battery 10 is provided on the 
chassis 1 as a power source of the motor 3. As shown in 
FIG. 5, two contact segments 101 made of an electric 
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conductor are provided in a projecting state in parallel 
with each other with a predetermined space between them 
as feeding means to the battery 10. On the other hand, a 
charging stand 102 sized in a sufficient size for 
receiving the running toy a is formed. Two contacts 103 
made of a conductive material are formed in a projecting 
state on the charging stand 102 with a space 
corresponding to the contact segments 101 between them, 
and the contacts 103 are connected with the terminals of 
a battery box housing a battery through a connecting wire 
104. 

[ 0021] In the configuration described above, when the 
motor 3 rotates by remote control, the drive axle 31 
rotates through the gears 32 and 33. The rotation force 
is transmitted to the rear wheels 2 by the respective 
pressing of the drive axle 31 to the small diameter 
portions 2 of the rear wheels 2 on right and left sides 
owing to the weight of the running toy. In the case of 
straight line running, as shown in FIG. 2(a), the drive 
axle 31 is contacted with the rear wheels 2 on right and 
left sides on an average, and sufficient drive force is 
transmitted to the rear wheels 2 to make it possible to 
high speed running* Incidentally, the contacting 
portions with the drive axle 31 on the side of the small 
diameter portions 2b can be hidden by the side of the 
large diameter portions 2a of the rear wheels 2. Thereby 
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the appearance in design can be improved. 

[ 0022] On the other hand,r when the steering apparatus is 
operated by remote control, for example, so that the 
running toy a turns counterclockwise, because the motor 3 
is located at an upper part above the chassis 1 and the 
center of gravity is located at a relatively high 
position as shown in FIG. 2(b), the running toy a 
inclines towards the outer side of the turning by the 
centrifugal force fl cause by the turning. That is to 
say, the chassis on the inner side of the turning moves 
upward, and consequently the drive axle 31 more contacts 
the taper 21R of the rear wheel 2R located on the outer 
side of the turning. On the contrary, the derive axle 31 
floats up from the taper 2lL of the rear wheel 2L located 
at the inner side of the turning, and the rear wheel 2L 
is released from the pressing. Consequently, the 
rotation number of the rear wheel 2R on the outer side of 
the turning becomes larger than the rotation nxomber of 
the rear wheel 2L on the inner side of the turning, and 
the turning is performed more smoothly owing to the 
difference of the rotation numbers between them. Thus 
rapid turning of a small turning diameter at high speed 
running is enabled, 

[ 0023] When the two coils 8 of the steering apparatus 
are not conducted, as shown in FIG. 4(c), the strong 
magnetic force of the permanent magnet piece 7 operates 
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on the pin-shaped ferromagnetic body 9 in a concentrated 
manner to stop the movement of the coupling rod 6. 
Consequently/ the neutrality of steering can be secured^ 
and the straight advancing at high speed running can be 
secured. The running toy a advances by the rotation of 
the rear wheels 2, and the front wheels 4 on right and 
left sides have a caster effect and a toe-in effect. 
Consequently, more stable straight advancing can be 
secured. 

[ 0024] Moreover, in a case of steering, for example, 
anticlockwise by remote control, as shown in FIG* 4(d), 
when the coil 8R connected to the output side of the 
receiving means is conducted, the magnetic force and the 
magnetic force of the permanent magnet 7 operate to 
attract each other, and consequently the front wheels 4 
can be strongly deviated- In addition to this, the 
difference of the rotation numbers of the rear wheels 2 
on right and left sides operates to enable the rapid 
turning in a small turning diameter in high speed running 
of the subminiature running toy. Moreover, using the 
coils having thin thicknesses and the like enable the 
steering apparatus to be small in size, and the 
subminiature running toy can be constituted. 
[ 0025] When the battery 10 has discharged, by putting 
the running toy a on the charging stand 102 as shown in 
FIG. S, the contact segments 101 projecting on the bottom 
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portion of the chassis 1 contact the contacts 103, and 
the battery 10 can be automatically charged. Now, when 
predetermined charge of the battery 10 has been performed,, 
the running toy a is configured to automatically advance 
to break away from the charging stand 102 to prevent 
overcharging and to inform a player of the completion of 
the charging . 
[ 0026] 

[ Effect of the Invention] As described above, according 
to the subminiature remote control running toy of the 
present invention, the chassis is provided to be able to 
move upward against the* wheel axle. Consequently, 
rotation force can be transmitted by pressing the drive 
axle moving with the driving motor provided on the 
chassis to the rear wheels on both sides provided on the 
wheel axle severally rotatably by the weight of the 
running toy. Therefore ^ complicated gear apparatus and 
differential gears are not necessary to be adopted, and 
the configuration becomes simple to enable to configure a 
subminiature running toy having the total length of about 
5 to 6 cm- The drive axle is pressed on the rear wheels 
on both sides on an average at the time of straight line 
running, and the high speed running can be realized by 
the sufficient drive force- Moreover, when the running 
toy turns to either left or right side, the running toy 
inclines toward the outer side of the turning owing to 



centrifugal force of the turning, and the drive axle is 
more pressed on the small diameter side of the rear wheel 
located on the outer side of the turning. On the 
contrary,- the pressing of the drive axle on the rear 
wheel located on the inner side of the turning is 
released. Consequently, the rotation number of the rear 
wheel on the outer side of the turning becomes larger 
than the rotation number of the rear wheel on the inner 
side of the turning, and by the difference of the 
rotation numbers, the turning can be performed more 
smoothly. Then, a rapid turning of the subminiature 
running toy is enabled in high speed running. Moreover, 
the ferromagnetic body is provided at the center of the 
front part of the chassis, and thereby the magnetic force 
of a permanent magnet piece operates on the ferromagnetic 
body ordinary to enable the coupling rod to be ensured to 
be neutral by the attracting force. Consequently, the 
straight advancing at the high speed running can be 
obtained. Thereby ^ the steering apparatus can be 
miniaturized without enlarging like the conventional 
steering apparatus, and then the subminiature running toy 
capable of high speed running and rapid turning can be 
configured. 

[ Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[ FIG. 1] FIG, 1 is a partially broken perspective view 
of the main part of a remote control running toy showing 
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an embodiment of the present invention. 

[ FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a partially broken front view of the 
main part of the remote control running toy on the side 
of the drive apparatus of the present invention. 
[ FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a partially broken front view of the 
main part of the remote control running toy on the side 
of the steering apparatus of the present invention. 
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a partially broken plan view of the 
main part of the remote control running toy of the 
present invention. 

[ FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the running toy 
of the remote control running toy of the present 
invention and a charging stand for charging a battery to 
be used for the running toy. 
[ Explanation of References] 
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